The ugly truth
Ashish Kumer Saha

So, what is the secret behind a successful career? The
answer is very simple, hard work and dedication.
However, you will also need some luck in your favour
to overcome the obstacles.

Why some people are more fortunate than others
are, or why some people get more opportunities than
others do? Some may say ‘God’ favours some
individuals, | wonder what might the non-believers
explanation about luck? My understandings suggest
that people with strong social network get more
opportunities in life to build a successful career.

There is a common term in Bangladesh “you need to
have a powerful uncle to get a job”. Although, some
of us may argue, “grass is greener on another side”,
and hope that the developed countries definitely
evaluate the talent of a person rather than powerful
recommendations. However, the facts are not always
the same. Many people with high qualification had to
go through an immense struggle to find a suitable job
in countries like Australia, USA, and Singapore.

Once, one of my friends told me “to get a job in
Australia it does not matter what you know, but it
matters who you know”. The fact is, in every part of
the world the recommendations are highly valuable
to get a job. However, there is a remarkable
difference how the recommendations are evaluated
in different regions. In some continents
recommendation for a job or for scholarships are
easy to get, some people even write a

~

There can be many factors. Firstly, suitability for
that particular position. Furthermore, the
commitment and the trustworthiness of the job
seeker are also played a vital role. These things, a
person had to consider before recommending you
to his organization.

Thus, to get a recommendation from your friend
or relative in countries like Australia or USA you
have to express your desire to work and you could
be trusted in that position for a longer period of
time. Finally, yet importantly, you have to remind
him the necessity to get into the workforce.

Therefore, it may sound ugly that to get a job you
have to know certain people, but still, to know the
important people requires a skill of its own. Thus,
there is no harm to building up a good social
network and try to express your knowledge and
skills in a subtle way. More often or not, people
who can express their talent are more successful,
comparing to the person who might be more
knowledgeable but lacks behind in communication
skills.
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Mahishasur Bodh
Shreya Sarker

This is a story about Ma Durga, tF
destroys all evil things.

To resist the feud between th
Devotas lived in the Heaven and 1
lived on the earth. The Lord Ind
king in the Heaven among the D
Aushors became the king in tu
Earth. Moshishasur was ble
immortality by the Lord Brat
pleased with his (Aushor’s)
devoted meditation. When
Mahishasur became the king, he
over the world and even on Hea
with the blessed power in unethic
ways. Taking control of the D
demanded that they all leave thei
Heavens.

Feeling defeated due to the lo
home, the Devotas decided to a
Lord Brahma for a solution. Lc
calmly thought and came though
up with an incredible idea.

explained to the Devotas,

combination of their superior pc
trigger the creation of Devi. He
that this Devi could conquer Mah
give them their beautiful he
Following Lord Brahma’s wise
Devotas began to combine their
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the outdoors. We can do whatever we want
with the time we have!

In Perth, we might celebrate Durga Puja
completely differently to other people... but
that is okay! In my opinion, there is nothing
wrong with we do this. Our Durga Puja is
perfect the way it is!

_____ O=mmm-=

Arjuna and the Clay Dove
Ananyna Sharma

A few weeks ago, | was preparing for my dance
exam and | could not concentrate on practising
as | kept on getting distracted by other things
that interested me.

| immediately remembered a story | had heard
from my parents and it went a little something
like this.

One day, the guru Dronacharya held an archery
competition for the nation’s best archers.
Archers from far and wide travelled to
participate in this prestigious competition in
order to gain acknowledgement for their
talents. One of the archers was the famous
Arjuna. Dronacharya called all the contestants
over to a tree with a clay dove sitting in one of
the branches. He told them, “Tell me what you
see. After this, shoot the dove out of the tree.”
One by one, each archer, bubbling with
excitement and overconfidence, anticipated
their turn. Most of the responses to
Dronacharya’s first question was, “l see a dove

iNn atree ” aor “l cee a clav dove on a3 branch ”

He looked him in the eye and told him,
“You see, vyoung ©prince, the power of
concentration.”
_____ O_____

Durga Puja

Srija Sarker
For Durga Puja | will be performing a dance about
the mighty Maa Durga. The song made me curious
to know more about her so | asked my grandpa to
tell me the tale of Durga. My grandfather happily
agreed and began the story.

Maa Durga’s family consisted of her father Himalay,
mother Menoka and her husband Maha Dev who
all lived happily in Koilash, a part in the Heaven. She
had four children, two boys Kartick and Ganesh and
daughters Lakshmi and Swarasati. Maa Durga and
her four children annually arrive on earth for the
celebration of the Puja.

On Sosti, Saptomi, Austomi, Nabomi and Dashomi,
we celebrate her through use materials such as
fruits, flowers, milk, sugar, ghee, candles etc. for
her puja. On Dashomi, the last day, we celebrate
the defeat of Mahishasur and we say our farewells
as she returns to her father’s place with her
children. Following her tradition, Bengali daughters
return to their father’s places after the puja. We
pray to her that she will return again next year to
fulfil our blessing once again.

Living in Perth, we are only able to celebrate Durga
Puja for one day, but it is just as fun. For the special
occasion, our parents buy us new clothes and other
presents. In the morning, we have our prayers and
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THE CRAZY WIZA
Adri Paul

Once upon a time, in a land very f
called Jeffrik. He was a wizard. E\
crazy. He was capable to do any
could think of.

He used to live in a very old tree,
with its hidden door and windows
witch. He attended in a school of
age. He used to use magic for fu
To do magic, all he had to do is
magic stick and “Bam” somethi
happen.

One day he found an angry frog wi
this wizard got scared and ran aw
home and slide under his bed. He
hours. After that, he hopped into
magical animal and drove into the :

Then the wizard went to the v
parked his car there. There were p:
who could do anything with magic
and yellow berge witch (it mea
language) in there.

The berge witch hated Jeffrik and 1
at him. However, it missed Jeffri
Jeffrik did is that he turned the ber
friend of the berge got angry bec
bad words to Jeffrik. So Jeffrik turr
Jeffrik also saw a robber and turni
with an eye, which is crazy.

After the festival Jeffrik left for his



Ma Durga “ A power of all Goddess”
Indo Bhushan Roy

Durga puja or Sharad Utsav is the most awaited
biggest Hindu festivals, particularly for the
Bangalee Hindus. This puja festival brings life,
culture and traditional harmony amongst the
people. Every year all classes of Bangale people
from home and abroad take all out preparation to
make the occasion enjoyable and colourful. Last
Year(2016) we celebrated the Puza in Perth,
Australia where Bangalee Hindu community
organised it with traditional religious and socio-
cultural norms.

The Puza festival is mainly commemorated and
involves the shakti of power goddess Durga which
lays back to the story of the most powerful demon
Mahisasur also known as the Buffalo Demon.
Mahisasur got a boon from Lord Brahma that no
one could defeat him and make him invincible but
once he got all the Devine power, he started
severe problem by killing people and eventually
wanted to fight and uproot the Gods too. Gods in
dismay created beautiful maiden with a
combination of his powers and placed each of
them of his or her potent weapon in one of her ten
hands of Durga Mata riding a lion and she killed
the demon Mahisasur and won back the heaven
for Gods.

The main philosophy of the Durga Puja is to defeat
evil force and establish a peaceful and
indiscriminate society. In the Bengali month of

Therefore, nowadays Durga puja becomes more
social festival than the religious events. In the
current unstable situation in different parts of the
world, we pray to the Ma Durga so that with her

divine blessings she eradicates all evil forces.
_____ Qmmmm=m

Future
Gourab Sharma

One thing you always want to know
You never see it coming
But still it will show.

We try to find it out
But while trying we doubit.

Like our future generations
What will they do

Will they pass on traditions
Or see the world in our shoe.

Could we leave our future into their hands
Or keep on trying ourselves
In all of earth’s lands.

Will they do the right thing?

We do not know as we cannot see the
future

But they may cling

Onto what we tell them.

This is an issue
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other religion or none at all, as long as we have
compassion for others and conduct ourselves with
restraint out of a sense of responsibility, there is no
doubt we will be happy.”

“Love and Compassion are the true religions. But to
develop this, we do not need to believe in any
religion.”

“Compassion is not religious business, it is human
business, it is not luxury, it is essential for our own
peace and mental stability, it is essential for human
survival.”

If you realize that you have enough, you are truly
rich.

“When you are discontent, you always want more,
more, more. Your desire can never be satisfied. But
when you practice contentment, you can say to
yourself, ‘Oh yes — | already have everything that |
really need.” “We need to learn how to want what
we have NOT to have

what we want in order to get steady and stable
Happiness”. “Home is where you feel at home and
are treated well.” Happiness is not something ready-
made. It comes from your own actions.

In the middle of every difficulty, there is an
opportunity for growth.

“Hard times build determination and inner strength.
Through them we can also come to appreciate the
uselessness of anger. Instead of getting angry,
develop a deep caring and respect for
troublemakers because by creating such trying
circumstances, they provide us with invaluable
opportunities to practice tolerance and patience.”

Life is too short to be anything but happy.
“Given the scale of life in the cosmos, one human
life is no more than a tinv blin Fach one of us is 3

“Generally speaking, if a human being never shows
anger, then | think something’s wrong. He’s not right
in the brain.” Always try to think at a deeper level,
to find ways to console.”

Love everyone, be attached to no one.

“Old friends pass away, new friends appear. It is just
like the days. An old day passes, a new day arrives.
The important thing is to make it meaningful: a
meaningful friend — or a meaningful day.”

“Give the ones you love wings to fly, roots to come
back and reasons to stay.” “Calm mind brings inner
strength and self-confidence, so that's very
important for good health.”

The best way to resolve any problem is to sit down
and talk.

“Non-violence means dialogue, using our language,
the human language. Dialogue means compromise;
respecting each other’s rights; in the spirit of
reconciliation there is a real solution to conflict and
disagreement. There is no hundred percent winners,
no hundred percent losers—not that way but half-
and-half. That is the practical way, the only way.”

You must not hate those who do wrong.

“You must not hate those who do wrong or harmful
things; but with compassion, you must do what you
can to stop them — for they are harming
themselves, as well as those who suffer from their
actions.”

We are all different yet we are all the same.

“Whether one is rich or poor, educated or illiterate,
religious or nonbelieving, man or woman, black,
white, or brown, we are all the same. Physically,
emotionally, and mentally, we are all equal. We all
c<hare bas<ic needs for food shelter <afetv and love
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Scientists use light-years to measure and depict
enormous distances in our Universe. Light is the
fastest physical quantity in the Universe. It
travels 300,000 kilometers in a second. In a year,
it travels about 9.5 trillion kilometers. As you
can see, this is a HUGE distance.

Now that we have an understanding of a light-
year, let’s get the size of our Milky Way galaxy.
Its radius is 50,000 light-years! This means light,
the fastest of the fastest, will take 50,000 years
to travel from the center of the galaxy to its
edge. This is how big the Milky Way galaxy is.
Fun fact, the largest known galaxy in the
Universe has a radius of 3 million light-years. It’s
beyond comprehension.

We will now try to push the boundaries.
According to the best estimates of astronomers,
there are at least ONE HUNDRED BILLION
galaxies in our observable Universe! The radius
of the observable Universe is 46.5 billion light-
years. Our mere, mortal human brain is not
equipped with the capacity to comprehend this
enormous, gigantic scale of objects. So, that is
how big our observable Universe is.

Peddling back to life on our Earth. Compared to
the supermassive Universe, human beings are
minuscule. And yet, we let our ego take over,
trying to prove to others how big and powerful
we are, no matter what it takes. We love to
think ourselves as very special and at the center
of everything. And yet, we are neither at the
center of our Solar system, nor are we at the

ronter nf An1ir calavyy and nar n1ir calavy ic A+ +the

relevant to us than ever: “Look again at that dot.
That's here. That's home. That's us. On it
everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone
you ever heard of, every human being who ever
was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of our joy
and suffering, thousands of confident religions,
ideologies, and economic doctrines, every hunter
and forager, every hero and coward, every
creator and destroyer of civilization, every king
and peasant, every young couple in love, every
mother and father, hopeful child, inventor and
explorer, every teacher of morals, every corrupt
politician, every "superstar," every "supreme
leader," every saint and sinner in the history of
our species lived there-on a mote of dust
suspended in a sunbeam.

The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic
arena. Think of the endless cruelties visited by
the inhabitants of one corner of this pixel on the
scarcely distinguishable inhabitants of some
other corner, how frequent their
misunderstandings, how eager they are to Kkill
one another, how fervent their hatreds. Think of
the rivers of blood spilled by all those generals
and emperors so that, in glory and triumph, they
could become the momentary masters of a
fraction of a dot.

Our posturings, our imagined self-importance,
the delusion that we have some privileged
position in the Universe, are challenged by this
point of pale light. Our planet is a lonely speck in
the great enveloping cosmic dark. In our

nhecriirityy 1in all +hic vvactnace +thore ic nna hint that

If you contribute to other pe
you will find the true meaning
“We are but visitors on this pl
for ninety or one hundred year
During that period, we must tr
good, something useful with
contribute to other people’s
find the true goal, the true mesc

“The ultimate source c
money and power, but warm-h
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Bengali Speakers of Western
Australia: A Recent, Growing and
Promising Migrant Group

Rita Afsar
Language based Identity

Talking about Bengali speakers instantly reminds
us at least of two things—the famous song ‘ami
banglai gaan gai’ by Pratul Mukhopadday and the
language movement that not only shook the
Pakistani military junta but also led to the
establishment of ethno-linguistic rights of people
across the globe with the declaration of 21
February as the International Mother Language
Day by the United Nations Educational Scientific
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in 1999.

We know about Bangladeshi and/or Indian and
other communities in Bangladesh. But are we
aware of the demographic and cultural
backgrounds of a language based group such as
Bengali speakers of Australia or Western
Australia? With the recently published Population
and Housing Census data in hand, | am tempted to
narrate the story of Bengali speakers in Western
Australia (WA).

Who and how big are they?

In 2016, there were 54,565 Bengali speakers in
Australia making up a small fraction (0.2%) of the
total Australian population. Less than one-tenth
(6%) of them lived in WA, while the bulk lived
mainly in New South Wales (NSW) (58%) and

J e 2 e~ 7 \ —— . Y o

Bengali speakers (14.5%) was born in Australia.
However, birthplaces only tell us one part of the
story. To complete it, we need to dig in the
language group and ancestry data. Accordingly, |
have chosen language based data to provide a
broader view of multiple communities unified by a
common language as one migrant group for this
article. There were at least three major ancestries
to which this group identified with. These are
Bangladeshi (59.2%), Indian (18.2%) and Bengali
(16%). Smaller proportions also reported to havr
Australian (5.7%) and English ancestries (1.9%).

When did they arrive in Australia? Where do they
live?

This group can be characterized as recent
migrants with a majority (62%) migrating to
Australia in the last ten years although the first
arrival was recorded in 1973.

Most (93.2%) lived in Perth Metropolitan area,
mainly in the Local Government Areas (LGAs) of
Gosnells (15.4%), Canning (14.8%), Belmont
(7.9%), Stirling (5.9%), Cockburn (5.2%),
Kalamunda (5.1%), Wanneroo (4.6%) and Melville
(4.4%).

What are the distinguished characteristics of this
group?

Diverse religion: Larger proportions of Bengali
speakers were affiliated with Islam (72.2%) and
Hinduism (18.4%), while smaller proportions
identified with Christianity (2%) and secular beliefs
or no religion (3.4%), compared with 2.1%, 1.6%,
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" WORDS FROM OUR CLIENTS

Ted and Annette Batory
Willetton WA 6155

"We have known “Wahid Ehan ™ for many years and durimg this fme ke has ensured our fransifion o
resiremens and evenmally refrement iself has been a smooth and rewardmy experience. His excepional
knowledpe, helpfil anoude, abiltty fo explam clearly and rake us through dffcull things apam If we were
nmsnre, @s well as Istem carefully and respond fo our concerns’, means we had tre upmost confidence m
the plannimg ke was domg for the bock of us. We especially gappreciate kow Wahid abvays emsured we
Jully umdersicod and were happy with the process before proceeding. Flexible meetmg fmes and home
visits made the whole process far more relaoving and he atways made himself avatlable for us fo call af any
e with concerns or gresfons. We will confmue working wirk Wahkid and based om onr experiences,
have mo hesifafion m recommending “Blne River Financial Services Poy Lid” fo anyone. ™

Ohr Services

1. Buwillding Superannuation Assets.

2. Establishing a Home Loan that suits your indvwvidual needs (through a large range of
providers).

3. Self-Managed Superannuanon (SMSF)
4. Creanng wealth threngh Investmenr planming.

5.  Creanng a Rearement Plan railored to your goals and objecnives.
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