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Pharmacy pdPdPd Nollamara

WE PROVIDE pcroonalioed care 10 CREATE MEANINGFUL
OQUTCOMES FOR gour healtlhh. ©OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

V1 Sleep apnoan sCreening, VT Parent’s Group
managernent and support e Scnpits Onilivie andd resmincddears for

Vi Diabetes managermant and your prascriptions

- NDSS supplies v Free every day Express Delivery
1 Blood prossure chocks in the local arca
al Asthma management 1 Mobility and hame alds for hire
7| MPain management V7 Medical certificates
1 Weight management VT Compounding
e | Mental health support v} Medication packing (DAAN)
v Private pharmacist consultations 4 | Disposal of expired medications
v Medication reviews VI

FHlu vaccinations

EVERY DAY s8AM 10PM HERE ror

Nollamara Shopping Centre, ""“::‘;Eg"- E
84 Hillsborough Drv

Call O8 9349 1570

Email nollamara@pharmacy777.com.au

OF THEYEAR 20146

www.pharmacy/777.com.au o

AUSBANGLA ENTERPRISE
(INDIAN GOURMET
CANNINGTON)

Ausbangla Cannington Butchers
Enterprise Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

OPEN 7 DAYS Shop 4/ 1468 Albony Hwy
9:30am - 8:00pm CANNINGTON - 9356 3746

Thursday ausbanglaenterprise@yahoo.com.au
9:30am - 8:30pm ausbanglaenterprise.com.au
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You hear “East close”, “west open”, “throw in south facing” and you may just
think you’re buying a house. During the coronavirus pandemic, that’s what the
buzz around Durga Puja sounds like around the globe in last couple of years. The
issue has gone beyond the ‘will it happen, won’t it happen’ stage and reached the
‘it will definitely happen’ stage in Western Australia as you all are doing your
part to Keep the state safe.

Dear Friends, Welcome to the 2021 issue of Bandhon Magazine, brought to you
by the Bengali Society for Puja & Culture Inc (BSPCI), of Western Australia , on
the occasion of the celebration of the 2021 Durga Puja. Production of this
magazine began several

Months before Puja and is the result of contributions from many people. Within
the magazine, you will find literary and artistic works by talented people of
various ages. It’s good to see that senior members of BSPC continue to contribute
and that parents encourage their children to participate and share their works with
us.

| am sure this will work as a bridge to bring all the generations together and make
our new generation familiar with culture and tradition.

I would like to give special thanks to Pankaj Kanti Dash for designing this year’s
Bandhan cover page. | would also like to thank the publication committee,
Biswojit Bose and SharmisthabSaha, for proof-reading, checking, and giving me
suggestions for the magazine. Last but not least, Uttam Dewanjee for his fund-
raising efforts through sponsors.

I hope you enjoy reading the magazine and will consider contributing something
of your own for next year’s publication. I wish you all a Happy Durga Puja 2021!

- Prosenjit Das

Bangali Society for Puja and Culture Inc. (BSPCI), WA
Executive Committee 2020-2021

President
Vice-President

General Secretary
Assist General Secretary
Treasurer

Publication Secretary

: Dipok Chandra Sarker
: Biplob Paul

: Uttam Dewanjee

: Jisu Sen Gupta

: Debashis Saha

: Prosenjit Das

Cultural Secretary : Nandita Roy
Assist. Cultural Secretary : Ipsito Barnik Arko
Religious Secretary : Anu Sharma
Assistant Religious Secretary : Sithi Chakraborty
Advisory Members : Jahar Chowdhury

: Saumitra Seal
: Tanmoy Debnath
: Subarna Chowdhury
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3. What You Call a Nightmare...- Shayan Dash
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3, The story of a poor girl- Bela Paul

a. The Electrician- Prithul Bisshay

3. Caterpillar Cam the Superhero-Starting Out - Irfan Galib
3». Getting Older- Joyoti Sarker

Ro. Mummy Disaster-Rayan Dash

3. My Zoo Expedition-Sreyoshi Sen
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Compassion knows no boundaries

-Rita Afsar PhD

There is an age-old proverb that says ‘the more you give
unconditionally, the more it grows’ and this is about
knowledge. | strongly believe that the same goes with
compassion. The more you practice an act of random
kindness not only you will feel happy and content, but
also happiness will be spread far and wide. As Helen
Keller has well said “Nobody has the right to consume
happiness without producing it.”

Yes, my readers, | am writing this piece to draw your
attention to compassion and other virtues of humanity
that still exist and make this world so beautiful! This
renewed trust in human virtues is very important,
especially in times of uncertainty and anxiety when fake
news, misinformation and politicization of issues tend to
be pervasive. Just think how COVID-19 pandemic has
changed the dynamics of human relations with many
political leaders, mainstream media and even a few
segments of population becoming increasingly
nationalist in orientation often underplaying values such
as compassion, common good and common interest or

‘live and let live’.
COVID-19 pandemic: crunch in compassion?

The crunch in compassion is immediately evident when
at the first instance of the pandemic, governments
across the world introduced stringent measures to stop
migration and mobility to ‘flatten the curve’ of
infections. Travel restrictions are passed to contain the
virus, including by prohibiting entry of residents from
other countries, and some countries have closed their
borders entirely. Labour migration has been temporarily
suspended in some countries while, in others, migration
processing and assistance to asylum seekers are being

slowed down.

Between 11 March 2020 when the World Health
Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 a pandemic,
and 12 July 2021, there were 109,956 movement
restrictions around the world according to the
International Organisation for Migration (I0M).Based on

a zero-growth scenario in the number of migrants

between 1 March and 1 July 2020, globally a decrease of
nearly two million international migrants has been
predicted by the United Nations, from the initial
estimates done between mid-2019 and mid-2020. For
example, Australia granted 79,620 skilled stream visas in
the 2020-21 financial year, which was almost only one-
quarter of visas granted in 2018-19 and well below the
highest figure of about 128,000 that began dropping
from 2016. According to the Australian Centre for
Population, negative net migration for the first time
since 1945 will lead to the lowest population growth in a
century
[https://www.migrationdataportal.org/themes/migratio
n-data-relevant-covid-19-pandemic].

Globally, the number of new asylum applications lodged
in the first half of 2020 was 32 per cent less than the
number during the same period in 2019 (FINAL-2020-
OECD-ILO-UNHCR-IOM-G20-report.pdf). Compared to
their forecasts, the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR’s) revised estimates highlight
approximately 1.5 million fewer refugees and asylum-
seekers arrived in 2020 than would have been expected
without COVID-19.

It is important to note that global pandemic like COVID-
19 affects
vulnerable. Due to border closures, restrictions on

everyone but makes migrants more
movement accompanied by racial discrimination and
hatred in many instances, migrants often experience
double or even triple jeopardy of economic loss along
with social isolation and stigma leading to serious
implications for them and their families in terms health
including mental health and wellbeing. Feelings such as
helplessness or powerless are rampant across
communities worldwide, which provides insights into
the daily struggles faced by displaced persons around
the world every day. Also, it provides grounds for
renewing empathy and compassion, which | would like

to focus by narrating my two real life stories.

Random acts of kindness
Episode 1: Inter-State travel from Delhi to Nagpur

It was my first interview call from a university college at
Nagpur in the Indian State of Maharashtra, outside my
hometown — Delhi. Being a young girl of early 20s,




-obviously my father was anxious as | had to travel
interstate for more than 17 hours by train and stay in
one of our relative’s (brother of my eldest brother-in-
law’s) house for a couple of days. | boarded the Grand
Trunk Express that travels between Delhi and Chennai
touching Nagpur on the way in one fine evening and
safely occupied my allocated berth. For those who are
not familiar, berthis a bed, usually stacked like bunk
beds, on atrain. This arrangement enables an

overnight train passenger to sleep, instead of sitting up

all night, while the lower berth becomes a seat for three
people and the middle berth becomes a backrest at
other time. My father came inside the train to see me

off.

As we were much ahead of the scheduled departure
time, we were having casual conversation. | didn’t
remember how much time we spent chatting but do still
remember that suddenly my father greeted and told a
co-passenger who was also roughly of his age to take
care of me. | was a bit offended as | then felt that he
undermined my capacity to look after myself. Anyways,
soon there was a green signal and my father descended
and gradually his shadow disappeared in the darkness.

Having had a light dinner at home, | climbed to my berth
at the top and soon fell asleep while reading a novel. |
didn’t remember what time it was but can say that it
was dead of night when | was awakened by my co-
passenger. He was calling me gently and when | woke
up, softly but firmly informed me that the train will not
go further as there was severe floods that blocked the
railway track for this route. This was enough to ring
alarm bell although | tried to keep my cool and started
packing my belongings. He then advised that we must
take another train from a different station that involved
a fair bit of walk 4/5 Kilometers. The other option was
hiring a rickshaw if we were lucky to get one.

When we descended from the train, there was knee-
deep or even deeper water all over and it was raining.
Fortunately, he managed to hire a rickshaw and told me
to climb into it, which | did without saying a word
considering the gravity of the situation. While | occupied
one portion of the seat, the other portion was used for
keeping our baggage. It took quite some time to reach

the station and he
walked all the way. |
din’t remember much
about the next train
and how we boarded
in.

Picture: Nagpur Junction Railway Station

However, | could still recollect that when we reached
Nagpur station, he hired an auto-rickshaw and dropped
me to relatives’ house next evening. | introduced myself
to my relatives whom | met for the first time but who
were eagerly waiting for me since my brother-in-law
already wrote to them about of my arrival. | also told
them how this stranger (whom | addressed as uncle)
helped me to overcome such a crisis. However, we
didn’t have much opportunity to show our hospitality,
as he left soon to meet his anxious family members. He
politely bade goodbye to us saying that he did nothing
unusual and then resumed his journey by getting into
the same auto to reach his destination.

Next morning, | attended the interview as scheduled
and was offered the job. | never met my uncle, but
always thanked him from the core of my heart for his
unconditional compassion and, the departed soul of my
beloved father for his prudence.

Episode 2: Overseas travel Dhaka-Nairobi

In the late 1980s, when Susan Davis of Ford Foundation
Dhaka, now a world leader in civil society innovation and
international development, the founder of BRAC USA, a
non-governmental organization that seeks to improve
the lives of the poor families in Africa and Asia, offered
me a consultancy to evaluate a women’s cooperative in
Kenya, | was very excited. Travelling to Kenya and
African continent was as much the source of my
excitement as was the task in hand that involved impact
analysis of a Ford Foundation funded women’s

cooperative in Kenya and make necessary

recommendations.

| was accompanied in this trip by an early-career woman
lawyer who was supposed to review the legal aspects of
the cooperative. As there was no direct flight from
Dhaka to Nairobi, we first flew to Bombay (now




-Mumbai) to avail Air India flight that goes straight to
Nairobi. Our flight was delayed by several hours. As a
result, we reached Nairobi airport around 1/2.00am in
the morning instead of scheduled arrival time at
4/5.00pm in the afternoon. | must say that there were
not many passengers in the flight and when | changed
my seat to watch a movie, | met an Indian co-passenger.
By nature, | do not easily mingle with strangers. In this
case too, | didn’t feel very comfortable when this
gentleman introduced himself and his family in Kenya
and asked about myself and the purpose of our trip. |
tried to dissuade him by being brief in my conversation
and concentrated in the movie.

The airport was very quiet with only a few people and
the officers on duty. As we completed immigration
formalities and approached the exit gate, we heard our
names were announced. Soon after, a strongly built
African man approached us and said that he was sent by
the Ford Foundation Nairobi office to drop us to the
hotel where they booked our accommodation. Although
| was very young, it was not my first overseas trip. From
my experience, | knew that the drivers who are
supposed to pick us up first show a placard to enable us
to identify them and then produce relevant papers
before we could accompany them to the designated
vehicle to reach the accommodation or venue.
Therefore, | was surprised that he didn’t have a placard
in the first place, but asked him to show papers in order
to validate his claims. At this, he got angry and shouted
that if we didn’t comply, he would complain to our host,
the Ford Foundation, Nairobi office and nobody would

come to pick us up.

Then the
interrogated in which hotel he would take us. All the

Indian co-passenger came forward and

names that he suggested such as Norfolk hotel, Sarova
hotel, etc. turned out to be fake when the Indian
gentleman telephoned each of these hotel receptions
and found no bookings been made for us. He then
advised that this deserted airport wouldn’t be safe for
us to wait anymore rather he and his family would be
happy to have us as guests pointing to his wife and sister
who were waiting outside the lobby. As there was no
other option and sensing that we were in the middle of
a high-risk situation, we agreed. The Patel family really

welcomed us and showed great hospitality by offering
nice hot food as super and safe and comfortable stay
overnight.

Next morning, our kind stranger’s wife and sister
dropped us to the Ford Foundation office. To our
astonishment, we learnt that our arrival details were
wrongly faxed to the New York Office, hence, Nairobi
office had not made any arrangements to pick us up.
Once again, | looked up to the sky to thank the random
kindness of the co-passenger who really saved us from a
grave danger.

Along with my experience of compassion that | treasure
most, the African safari and visit to regional cities of
Mombasa and Kisumu are also enlivened in my memory.
In case you are interested about the project, | must say
that we recommended for continuity of the funding. |
was mainly impressed by the desire for children’s good
education that was the dominant motivation for most of
these women members who joined the cooperative.
Given that education is the best bet to development and

generation change, | cannot think of any better

alternative
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What You Call a Nightmare...

- Shayan Dash, 10 Years

It was a pretty average day to the ‘Best Buddies’, or BB
squad. I'm pretty sure that your thinking “‘What on Earth
is that!’. I'll get to that in a second. Secondly you are
going to get pretty bored if | said ‘pretty’ again. So I'll
stop. Anyway, the BB squad consisted of 3 people, 3
very stubborn people Josh ,Kit and Alita. Our story
begins in the BB squad ‘HQ’, AKA, a park.

“Do you seriously want to spend the first day of the
holidays with dead people?” Josh asked. He was a tall,
lean looking child of 12. If you picked one single word to
describe him, he’d be very disappointed in you, because
he believed a wide range of vocabulary is extremely
important.

“But they are buried, come on!” argued Kit desperately
trying to have a glimpse of what afterlife looks like, out
of a hole in the playground fence. “It's not like their
zombies! It's just a cemetery. Furthermore, it's so
overgrown, it’s basically an overgrown park!” (I'll keep a
mental note to not to write too many ‘it’s’ next time.)

“Still,” Josh added in desperation, “We just CAN’T go!”

As you probably presumed, it was the beginning of a
totally nice school holidays! (Totally). Kit, Josh and Alita
were deciding, not arguing (totally), what to do. From
the title and everything you have read so far you can
probab-. Ohyeah, if | tell you this it’s probably going to
spoil the story. Continuing...

“Let’s just go to the library!” Alita explained, just like in a
movie when someone is dying, Superman swoops in and
then helps them, “I need toget a very important book,
it's basically a matter of life and death. Plus, there are
absolutely zero, nothing, zip, zilch, nada dead bodies
there? Right?”

“Yet,” said Kit darkly. “What if | die of boredom?” Alita
was about half of Kit’s size in every direction. His eyes
were emerald, green, his skin was light brown, (probably
because he spent too much time playing Beach Cricket).
If you could choose one word to describe him, it would

most likely be intense. Josh sat upright making excited
gestures with his hands. His entire vocabulary career
started in the library.

“How will you die of boredom? The library is so, so, so

cool!”
“But the library is just s- ‘bluuuuurrggh” Kit cried trying
to turn the tables.

“Majority wins!” Alita presented proudly, while Josh
nodded his head vigorously.

“Uurgh, FINE! I'll go,” Kit answered in depression and
distraught. They drove to the library. (Oops, | might
have a slight error in that sentence, let me re-write it,)
Alita’s mum drove them to the library. The trio (a duo,
because Kit wasn’t interested that much) searched for
abook. Alita found that book he said was ‘a matter of
life a death’. It was actually called, ‘A matter of life and
death!” Meanwhile, Kit was sulking in the corner of the
library, doing nothing.

“l don’t like words, let alone books!” moaned Kit

“Come on, give 1 book a try, if you don’t like it we’ll go
home,” said Alita sorrowfully, whilst Josh shook his head
vigorously (Meaning no please, Idon’t want to go back!)
Eventually Kit chose a book called ‘Dragon Wars'.

“Nice Cover,” Kit muttered under her breath. Josh and
Alita were elated! They each high-fived each other and
went back to reading. Mrs Susan, the librarian, looked
relatively relieved and relaxed as well.

“There COULD have been a dragon war here!” she
muttered under her breath.

They each borrowed their books.

“This book IS quite interesting!” mumbled Kit loudly,
holding the book inher hands.

Their books lay forgotten on Josh’s couch as they all
settled in for a video game of Dragon Wars. The next
day was a Sunday, which meant the library was open
24/7.They hurried to the library clutching their books to
their chests.

“Let’s read Dragon Wars together,” suggested KitAlita
and Josh thought that was a splendid idea, so that’s
what they did.
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“Evil Dragon,” whispered Kit reading the book.

KKAAAAAABBBBBBBBLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOEEEEEEEEEEE

“AARRGH!” screamed Josh in the element of surprise,
shock and fear. In their terrifying midst, their stood,
what looked a bunch of demons, AND AN EVIL DRAGON!

“OH NO!” Kit screamed at the top of her lungs! “Mrs
Susan! Help!”

“Where’s the librarian when you need her the most!”
Josh wailed.

The trio (the real trio) dashed towards the door, only to
see the nightmares following them!

“We definitely can’t take them on!” Alita explained,
“They’ Il pulverize using to smithereens!”

Just then Kit tripped. Ok guys, | know a lot of times
you've tripped at the wrong time, like when you are
coming first at cross country, then you trip milimeters
away from the finish line, then you end up being 38th
place. Or whenyou are walking to give a speech, then
you trip going to the speaker. | could list millions of
wrong times to trip. But the time Kit tripped at is taking
bad timing to a whole new level!

Anyway, Kip cried, “You guys go on without me, | started
this mess, andnow I'll end it!” She said it like an action
hero just about to die.

“Stop being silly, now’s not the time!” Josh and Alita
screamed, while stopping momentarily.

Just as the dragon spat out drool, AKA, fire, the three
found themselves with a game controller in their hands.

“What!” Josh stammered.
“Come down for breakfast guys! Kit’s mum shrieked. “Is

it me, or did this just all happen?”questioned Kit, looking
at hercharred T-shirt.

Platypus vs Echidna

- Dibbo Barua, Age: 8

It all started when the Prime Minister of Australia
declared that two new animals were moving into the
country. The whole animal world was abuzz with the
news! Australia was a very sought-after location, with
The Great Barrier Reef and Uluru, who wouldn’t want to
make this their new habitat?

The animals of Australia were also excited. They
wondered of what animal they were getting... could it be
a gorilla, a cobra, a tiger or an eagle? Meanwhile, the
news was spread to New Zealand.

The President made the announcement, it would be the
Echidna and Platypus, his two most hated animals. He
was happy to get rid of them, he hated the way that
they ran away when someone comes towards them. He
also doesn’t like the constant war against them.
Platypus and Echidna were always pulling pranks on
each other, both claiming to be the better animal! They
hated the way everyone always said they looked the
same because of their brown colour! “We’re completely
different,” they would both think to themselves.

The day soon came for their big move, Platypus was
excited to finally be rid of Echidna. Finally, no one would
be constantly mixing them up or comparing them,
believing he was the superior animal. Little did he know
that Echidna was also chosen to make the move.

Echidna was so excited to see who would join him in his
migration — could it be the piranha, or even the
anaconda? “At least it won’t be Platypus”, he thought to
himself, smiling.

Finally, when they arrived, they got to see each other at
the airport the complaining began! Platypus was straight
on the phone to the Prime Minister. “Why did you
choose me? All | wanted to do was get away from
Echidna and now you've put us together!” A few
seconds later Echidna did the same, “What have you
done? Send me back!” Echidna pleaded. “l cannot live
with him!” However, the Prime Minister did not change
his mind.

Their flight was long, with both of them stewing for
hours with rage. An emergency meeting was called upon
landing. The animal kingdom had to come up with a way
for these two to live together in peace or risk their
happy days in the outback into chaos! They decided the
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best way was to let the two live together, side by side, for a
week with no one else around.

They were placed in a forest with lots of vegetation and a
freshwater source.

“Wow,” said Echidna. “They have my favourite plant!”
“That’s my favourite too,” said Platypus. “Humph”, they
both thought to themselves, “it still doesn’t make us
friends”. They ate separately in silence and went to sleep
still huffing and puffing.

The next few days flew by still the same way, with them
both avoiding each other and grumbling to themselves. By
the end of the week, a small group of school students were
brought into the forest for an excursion. As they were
getting of the bus, one student tripped and began to cry.
His classmates ran to him, picked him up and helped him
over to the field. “Look, Platypus’s!” they all squealed
excitedly, and the bruised knee was soon forgotten.

Echidna’s feelings were hurt, as they did not recognize the
difference between him and Platypus. He went to sit under
a tree, and then began to cry. He missed his old friends; he
missed his old country. Platypus saw this, and went over to
Echidna with some of his favourite plants to cheer him up,
and then walked away without a sound. Echidna was so
surprised of this kind gesture from Platypus.

Meanwhile, the children all rushed to them and
immediately began stroking their fur and feeding them
juicy plants. They spent the day together, playing with the
children, and for the first time actually laughed together!

Later that night, Echidna approached Platypus while he
was getting ready to settle in for the night. “Thank you for
your kindness today. | am surprised you would care about
my feelings, | thought you hated me.” Platypus replied, “I
have never hated you. | thought you hated me. We always
seemed to be compared one another. But today when |
saw the children help their friend, it reminded me that we
all need to show kindness to help each other through hard
days. So, this is what | have done for you. | can see you are
missing your old life.”

Echidna was touched, and it brought a tear to his eye. “You
are right, | am sorry for the years of fighting between us. |
guess we should have spoken to each other, and we should
have realized how our similarities actually make us good
friends.”

They both learnt that day, to talk to each other before
judging each other, and showing a little bit of kindness can
go a long way.

______ o N

Reincarnation of Durga

- Audri Paul

| expanded my eyes as lights and colours greeted my eyes. |
found myself in a mysterious heavenly place soaked in
water, surrounded by 3 strange figures of light. “W-where
am 1?” | pleadingly asked, “This all feels ... strange”.

“Don’t worry dear, we're here to help you...Durga,” One
figure replies. “We incarnated you.” Another figure says.
Soon my eyes completely sharpened, | could finally see
their true form. “What do you want from me?” |
questioned.

“We created you for a purpose. That purpose is to stop
death and darkness, become the best in the world and
save humanity and the three worlds we created” A blue
figure with a snake wrapped around his head replied. This
particular figure seemed to be the strongest out of all of
them. “Ok, but how do | stop darkness growing?” | asked.
“You will need to murder the source: Mahishasura.” the
other with three heads says as his first head looks directly
at me. “But first, you need to know the concepts of death
and how to exterminate it.

After decades and decades, | finally learnt the concept of
humanity and the concept of death and life and tamed an
animal that is greater than any animal in the jungle; The
Lion. Then | finally rode myself into battle with every single
blessing and weapons from the gods who made me: Shiva,
Vishnu and Brahma. “This is the day | defeat the wicked
being of Mahishasura,” | proudly said as | looked into the
distance and found the devil himself. “Mahishasura! End
this now or surrender!” | forcefully shouted and then he
took a menacing laugh. “Why would | stop?” He greedily
grinned as he turned to the only species he forgave which
was the buffalo. He huffed and took a great charge
towards me and that's when my animal charged at him to
protect me. With a great swipe, he takes down
Mahishasura but this angers him. Mahishasura then again
takes a big huff and rushes towards my saviour.

| took a huge leap forward in front of My pet and laid my
trident forward. This stops Mahishasura. Then, 15 days
later, the fight kept going. | had to put an end to this. As
Mahishasura changed back to his buffalo form | took my
leap and stabbed the trident through his chest which
forced him into his true form and ended him. Light shot
out from the sky to show my success as the darkness that
once enveloped the atmosphere became a myth and
peace was restored to the three worlds.

______ o M




The story of a poor girl

- Bela Paul

There was a girl who lived with her uncle. They were
very poor. One night the stars were shining, and the
moon was so bright. The little girl saw a shooting star
and made a wish. She said, “shooting star, shooting star,
make my wish come true.” So she made her wish and
her wish was to be rich. She slept begging for more
money all night. So one night, a gorgeous little fairy
appeared. When the little girl and her uncle was asleep,
the gorgeous lovely fairy waved her wand and said
“make some money for the little girl.” So morning
appeared. The little girl was awake. The little girl said,
“can | walk to the village?” “ok,” Said her uncle. So she
walked through the village and bumped into a magical
witch and said “ Are you poor?” “Yes, | am!” she said,
“Who are you?” “I'm a magical witch. Come to my
house, at the end of the street.” “Ok? But are you going
to do something with me bad?” the little girl asked. “Of
Course not darling!” She shouted. “Now, let me click my
fingers and we’ll be there.”

So the little girl and the witch was there. “B-b-but how?”
the little girl questioned. “What’s with the slimy stuff?.”
“Oh, nothing really.” She grins. “Now, I’'m going to cast a
spell on you through my magical pot to make you rich.”
She says. “Ok,” the little girl says. “Then drink up!” the
witch laughs as she passes a potion to the little girl. The
little girl then drank it all up and felt very unwell. “what
is happening?” the little girl shouts as she turns into
gold. And that was the end of the little girl.

The Electrician

-Prithul Bisshay

We were always told tales of the Electrician, the
monster that gives energy to the maze by way of human
consumption, and | was about to meet him. The maze
unfurled in front of me. Corridor after corridor, turn
after turn, it was endlessly expanding. | kept running,
towards or away from safety | did not know. | was
almost out of breath in a long corridor when | heard it.
Loud, heavy footsteps underscored by electricity fizzling
out. | hugged the wall and cupped my mouth, so my
shallow breaths did not alert it. It got closer and as the
sterile, almost medicinal lights went out above me, | got
a good look at it. The Electrician was tall, large hands
and feet, but skin and bones everywhere else. It was
covered in machinery, a sheet attached horizontally
across its eyes blinding it, with dried tears of blood
coming from where the eyes were. The mouth was filled
with stained teeth, probably in blood. Its stomach was
exposed, a thin membrane kept the stomach acid in,
and inside was barely digested limbs. It was a fresh kill. |
was paralysed in fear at the fact that not only could |
join the arms and legs, but | could’ve known the person
there, now food to this electrical nightmare. It
approached cautiously, hunching over and listening for
any noise. | didn’t breathe despite my lungs screaming
for air. My hands were shaking. One wrong move and |
was on a one-way-ticket to this thing’s mouth. My eyes
darted around at the pale figure, desperately trying to
find a way out. And it came, as a loud footstep down the
corridor. My thoughts were split between saving them
and dying, but | didn’t get a choice. The Electricians’
head did a 180, a gruelling crunch of presumably it’s
neck

Quickly followed by its now light footsteps as it darted
down the corridor. It reached its target, a scream cut off
by the sound of rending flesh and gnawed bones. |
refused to breathe. I'm not letting it hear me. Desperate
for a way out, | looked towards the sounds of human
consumption, filled with fear. Electricity was crackling,
but it wasn’t the lights turning on. It was coming out of
the machinery on its back, reaching for the ceiling and
the walls surrounding the hallway. | slowly let myself
tothe floor and collapsed. | woke up, not in my quarters
like wusual, but instead in front of a missing
poster.“Nieve, Missing since 27th of October. If you
have any details, please report it to the police at
Westerpool PD.




” The poster read. It was obviously old, the wind lapping
atit’s dirty edges, on the brink of falling off. There was a
picture of a person, of me. My thoughts were filled with
confusion. Why am | noting the maze? How long has it
been since that day? Is this real? They were quickly
interrupted by the sounds of crying. | go towards the
source of crying and find myself in front of a grave. It
was brand new, flowers still strewn about and the soil
freshly dug. A funeral happened before | got there, and |
look at the headstone.

“Nieve,

loving brother,

husband and father.

May he finally be at rest”

The headstone inscription was short and sweet.

A voice whispered in my ear unintelligible but forbidden
words as it brought me from my funeral. The Electrician
hung above me, looking menacingly at me. It had eyes.
Pure white eyes. It smiled an oh-so crooked smile as it
opened it's maw and consumed me. | jolted out of my
bed, where the maze sends me when it hits 6 AM in the
real world, marked by the freshest blood that | have
spilt. This maze works in strange ways. Myfriend from
my old work and also my cabin mate wakeup as well,
very concerned. “Are you good, Nieve?” He inquired,
very concerned “No, actually, Johnny. | barely escaped
The Electrician and watched somebody DIE.”

| exclaim in a mix of frustration and horror.

“...0h.” He simply responded. Fitting reaction to befair.l
told him about the dream as well, wondering if that is
actually what happened.

“What did it say to you?” He quizzed about the voice |
heard.

“Something bad.”Is all | had in response.

“Huh. Maybe you should stay in the compound, we
don’t want to risk another explorer dying.”

“Yeah. Maybe | should.”

We both get out of our beds to get ready for the
upcoming day, and what a day that would be.

______ O--—-—--

Caterpillar Cam the Superhero-Starting Out

—Irfan Galib

It was a sunny day at 49 leaf-leaf-leaf road. When the
phone rang “Beep Beep” the caterpillar who lived there
was NOT happy. it was the third time the phone rang
when he was sleeping. He answered the phone with a
grunt. “Hello” he said, the phone replied with a robot
voice “YOU HAVE GOT THE COP JOB”.

Cam the caterpillar was so happy he would miss every
bug war game at leaf-leaf-leaf stadium just for that
experience. For those who do not know, bug war game
is like a giant tournament with obstacles, in the first 5
battles the obstacles will be monkey bars in the next 2 it
will be a boxing ring and the quarterfinal semi and grand
finale it will be karate.

He left his house and got to work. His first case came
quickly! The chief said to find Lance the dragon. Cam ran
to find Lance but he was burned from the fire. He was
rushed to hospital and came out with 3 broken legs (he
only had 6).

He missed 6 months for each to heal. when he got back
the chief said to Cam gruffly, find Bert bee this time. It
was easy for Cam. Bert lost his sting, so Cam caught him.
Chief was sorry for underestimating Cam. Cam was

happy!

The next day he woke up at 4 am sharp to start work.
His next case was a laser breathing goanna. but this time
chief gave him a laser shield so he wouldn’t get hurt and
could go close to the goanna. He did it easily again.

The next sunrise it was his break day. So, he went to
leaf-leaf-leaf stadium and watched a bug war game. It
was a close game! Aaron ant vs Inka insect. It was close
but Inka edged out Aaron to a corner and Aaron couldn’t
get to the next bar. So, Inka pulled him down. If only
Inka knew what Aaron did next! Aaron held Inka’s hand
so he would fall off with him. But he lost his grip and
Inka took the win!

The next break day he watched Aiden aphid vs Inka for
the second round of the bug war champion ships. He
was also excited after 4 days, the 3 round would come,
and his brother would battle the winner of this round!
This one was so close Aiden was just about to win when




“the tickle strategy was used so Aiden aphid lost his grip
so Inka won the round.

The next day he was back to work and was told to find
Aaron ant the famous bug war star because he had been
stealing equipment to make him win! He was surprised
but he caught Aaron. It was big and exciting day, just
when he was sleeping the phone rang. It was the bug
war company they said they wanted Cam to compete in
the 4" round!

He told chief and chief said he will make his working
week shorter so could have 3 days to play for bug war.
But it was also bad news because he would have 3 days
to work as a cop, 3 days to play bug war and would only
have 1 day free! So, he can’t watch the third round at
the stadium! Cam was worried how would he manage?
The next day he was so late for work he missed it and he
missed his brother play Inka! He was so sad but
he watched the replay on his TV. This was epic and sad.
Inka started weak and got strong near the end, Cam’s
brother was cornered and couldn’t hold on, so Inka won.
The next day, it would be Cam’s round!

Then next day Cam woke up really early. He was going
to leaf-leaf-leaf stadium for the first time to play bug
war! He packed his equipment and got to the stadium.
He got a bit early so he was able to get some popcorn to
give him energy.

Then “Beep Beep” it was his phone! He checked it and
apparently his day off got cancelled. A cargo had been
stolen and he was accused of stealing it! He said that it
couldn’t be him because he was not anywhere near the
cargo. But they did not listen as there was a footage of
him driving away in the car, towing the cargo behind it.
He was taken as a prisoner. Our superhero and bug war
contender is now a criminal! What will happen next? Is

he the real crime mastermind? (To Be Continued)
______ 0______

Getting Older

-Joyoti Sarker
One sunny evening there was a fifteen-year-old girl whose
name was Sophia. She had a sister, Lily, who was 9 years
old. Sophia came down to fill up her water bottle and saw
her parents and her sister talking about something.
“Hey, Lily, what are you guys talking about?” asked Sophia.
Her parents were acting very suspicious along with her
little sister.
“Nothing!” they said suspiciously in unison.
“You’re not talking about my birthday party, are you? |
don’t want one!” Sophia said.
She left the room and then her parents started talking
about her birthday party.
“We should get a pony ride!” smiled Lily
“Good idea, Lily!” beamed her dad.
They were planning a surprise party for Sophia.
The next morning Sophia woke up and she heard cheering
and shouting from the window.
“Oh no,” she cried.

She got dressed and then she ran out of her door, and
everybody shouted surprise. She was very mad at her
parents; she told them that she didn’t want a party! She
didn’t want a party because she knew her parents would
set up pony rides and baby stuff like that she doesn’t like,
and they did just that!

She ran away somewhere that nobody would find her. She
stayed there for a few hours and just cried. She wished she
could have a normal party with her friends, not Lily’s
friends. Her best friend Cassidy found her and said meet
me at the cafe tonight at 7 o’clock. Her best friend knew
exactly where she would be because that was where they
would talk about private stuff. Sophia was very confused
but still went to the cafe.

Sophia’s real friends were at the cafe, and she had the best
birthday ever. Cassidy planned a whole party just for her.
After they partied for a few hours, she went home and told
her family why she had run away and where she had been.
She was very happy to be home with her family.

“We’re sorry Sophia! We just thought you still liked little
children's stuff and we forgot that you are already 16!” her
dad responded.

Her family was very glad that she told the truth. They
sat down down and ate some scrumptious food and
from then on everybody was happy.

______ O--—-—--




My Zoo Expedition
-Sreyoshi Sen, 9 Years

Today we went to the zoo. There were Pertho uncle,
lyan, lyan’s grandpa, Arjun, My dad, and me. First, we
went to the reptile enclosure there were snakes, lizards,
and tortoise. Uncle thought the tortoise was fake. But
Itold him it was real. Next, we saw the penguins, after
wesaw the beautiful birds soaring in the sky sitting down
onbranches. There were ducks and even a black swan!

Then we went to the Aussie Bush-Walk there were
Kangaroos and Wallabies probably more than a dozen. We
saw dingoes as well. We then went to the Asian forest we
saw a Red Panda, Elephant, lions, giraffes and hegdogs!
Did you know there is such as tiger wine? It is made out of
tiger bone marrow which is stuff inside your bones. Its
demand has increased in Asia, so more tigers are dying.
After we saw the Rhinos, they had a large array of them
(THE ENCLOSYRE WAS SUPER STINKY!) After we all went to
Hungry Jacks because we were starving. We got burgers

French fries, coke, and rainbow bursitis.

Mummy Disaster
-Rayan Dash, 8 years

Egypt is a country of Pyramids and about one century
ago a Mummy was discovered in one of the Egyptian
Pyramids. This was the first Mummy in the world to get
discovered. On the sarcophagus it says — mummy’s
name was Mia Haug and it was a Mummy of 1800 AD.
The discoverer name was Austin Hedwig and James
Hartley. They both tried carrying the sarcophagus, but it
was too heavy to move, so they dragged it out of the
Pyramid and handed over the Mummy to scientist to
study and later handed over this to a museum.

When the scientists were exploring the body of the
mummy, one of them found the DNA of the Mummy
and then added some fire power to the DNA pot, a
special power which brought the Mummy to life.

To bring the Mummy to life, first scientist pour all the
DNA collected from the dead body and poured in a pot
and then set fire. They have waited and waited and after
3 days, suddenly the body stood up, All the scientists
were sacred, and they jumped back in a fright with a
loud scream which attracted their Boss and he rush into
lab and was surprised to see a walking Mummy inside
the room, and it was as slow as a dead body. He even
didn’t know a Mummy existed and thought this was just
a theory but now he can see one is walking Infront of his
eyes.

Now they have a problem whether they will let Mummy
go free or lock her up and after some thinking and
discussion they decided to let her go free.

Now the Mummy didn’t have to go back to Museum and
since it was set free. But the Mummy created the Havoc
as it started walking free on the road, all the babies
started screaming and people found difficult to hid.
They called the police and another team of scientist put
him into death by injecting some medicine.

______ o M




How Durga Saved the Gods from
Mahishasur

-By Rajshree

Once, a demon called Rambha, prayed to god. God
heard his prayers and asked what his wish was. Rambha

III

replied, wish that no human, god, plant or
precipitation can kill me.”. God said, “Very well, if that is
your wish.”. One days, Rambha fell in love with a female
bull. She loved him too, but a male bull killed Rambha.
The female bull asked why he had died. God replied, “He
didn’t say no animal could kill him.” Soon the female
bull had a son called Mahishasur. Since he was half bull
and half demon, he had superhuman powers. At that
time, gods and demons were bitter enemies. Most of
the time gods won. By that time Mahishasur had grown
up to be a bad-mannered demon. He treated his
servants harshly. One day he prayed to Brahma that
only a woman could kill him as he was sure that no
women would be strong enough to kill him. Soon there
was a deadly battle between the gods and the demons.
The demons were winning since Mahishasur would only
die if a woman killed him, so all the gods gathered
together to create a new god. The gods created Durga.
They gifted her weapons and powers. She had 10 hands,
rode a lion and held a trishul. She went down to Earth
had a battle with Mahishasur. Soon she just had to fight
him as a bull since Mahishasur took the form of a bull.
Durga charged at him and plunged her trishul into his
chest. That was the end of Mahishasur. All the gods

cheered for Durga as she had saved them all.

______ O--—-—--
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TAX Returns
Company Audits

GST/BAS Preparation
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Call for & quote
08 9470 3560

Morshed Hasan
ATLAS BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

Auditors & Accountants Australia
461 Albany Hwy, Victoria Park, WA- 6100,
PO BOX 26, PARKWOOD, WA 6147
Tel: 08 9470 3560 (W), Mob: 0474 154 695

E-mail: h.morshedul@atlasbusiness.com.au
www.atlasbusiness.com.au

We are offering you first consultation free, 10%
discount for new clients, best quality services*
We are providing you personalised services.

Once you become our client you will get free
consultation for future®,

We are providing advices to grow your business
as well as your wealth,
*Conditions apply

Our Services:

Tax Returns for

> Company, Trust, Partnership, Persanal
> Self managed superfund

> Rental Property tax

GST/BAS Preparation

> Bookkeeping/Payroll

> Formation of Trust/Company/SMSF

> Tax advice/Tax strategy to minimise tax liabilities
> Business consultation/advice

> Superannuation strategy to save tax

Auditing & Assurance

> External & internal audits

> Public company and other company audits

> Not for profit organisation audits

> Charities and incorporated association audits
> Real estate & settlement agent trust account audit
> Motor vehicle dealers trust account audits

> Strata title and outgoings audits

> Franchise audits

> Schools and Universities accounts/funds audit
> Self managed superfund audit

Find a suitable business structure that suite you
Investment property consultation

Business Tax Planning

Financlal Accounting and reporting

Fringe Benefit Tax (FBT) calculation

Our experienced team members are highly
dedicated for client and having more than 10
years work experience in accounting industry.

We use advanced tools & techniques
to minimise tax liabilities

Speci:’l Offers
for New Chients
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Iindoor Flooring

Artificial Lawn &
Landscaping

Outdoor Decking

Paving

Planter Box

WATTLE FLOORING
Unit 2 , 48 Vinnicombe Drive

Wattle Flooring &

www.wattleflooring.com.au

Outdoor Living

15 2% Discount for All
Bangladeshi Customer

Paul Tax & Accounting Services

Individual Tax Return from $50
> Rental Property Tax Return

> Company, Partnership, Trust and SMSF Tax Return
> Company, Trust and SMSF set up

> Tax Planning > Small Business Setup
> GST Return > Bookkeeping Services
Contact: 0433003415

Biplab Paul

Paul Tax and Accounting Services

Registered Tax Agent and Public Accountant

Masters of Accounting (Central Queensland University)
M.Com (DU) B.Com (Hons) DU

Email: paul biplab7@yahoo.com.au




Blue River Financial Services Pty Ltd ‘
u

We work with our clients to assist in:

1. Establishing Home Loans with access to a range of providers

2. Building Superannuation assets

3. Mortgage & Family Protection

Wahid Khan

Master of e-business
Senior Financial
Planner/Director

Raj Joarder

Master of Mechanical

4. Creating a Retirement Plan tailored to their goals and
objectives

5. Creating wealth through Investment Planning

ceneering MOB: 040 3979 106 & 0433 221 832
planner/Director Web : http://www.blueriverfinancial.com.au

Debt Advice Specialist

Blue River Financial Services Pty Lid ABN 18146820128 and Wahid Khan are Caorpocate Authorsed Representatives OF AFG and Respect | Australian Financial Services Licence 232706 | Australian Credit Licencs
13706

Express yowself with... . :

Ananvna's &,
COLLECTION &

CONTACT - Anu 0413161491

LOCATION - 9/88 Broadway
Nedlands 6009



